
ORDINANCE NO. ___

Amendment to 
Saline Township Zoning Ordinance

An Ordinance to amend the Saline Township Zoning Ordinance to regulate Event 
Barns.

THE TOWNSHIP OF SALINE, WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:

Section 1. Amendment to Article 4, Section 4.02 Table of permitted uses

The table of uses permitted for commercial uses in Article 4, Section 4.02 is amended to 
insert Event Barns as a Special Use subject to Use Standards set forth in Section 
5.113.

Section 2. Amendment to Article 5 to add a new Section 5.113.

Article 5 is amended to add a new Section 5.113 as follows:

Section 5.113 Event Barns

A. Intent. It is the intent of the Township to allow, through a special land use 
permit, properties and structures in agricultural areas to be used for 
commercial events in a manner that achieves the following:

1. Preserves agricultural property and open space.

2. Preserve’s the Township’s agricultural heritage and rural character.

3. Encourage new businesses that contribute to the general economic 
conditions of the Township and surrounding region.

B. Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to provide a clear understanding 
of the expectations for Event Barn businesses for operators, residents, 
other businesses, and local officials.

C. Application Requirements. 

1. Event Barn applications shall be accompanied by the following information 
in addition to all of the information required for special land uses. The 
Planning Commission and Township Board shall have the authority to 
modify any of the following requirements based on information provided by 
applicants or recommendations of the Township Engineer, Saline Area 
Fire Department, or staff.

a. Proof of property ownership or owner authorization.



b. A site plan and building plans that clearly identify the event barn, 
associated structures, outdoor event areas, parking areas, drives, and 
landscaping. The site plan and building plans may be conceptual, but the 
Township shall have the authority to require additional information, 
including a complete site plan as required by Section 12.01(F), to 
determine compliance with this Ordinance.

c. Months (season) of operation.

d. Hours of operation.

e. Estimate of maximum event attendees, including staff and/or employees.

f. Maintenance plan for disposal, etc.

g. Any proposed signs.

h. Any proposed lighting.

i. Restroom facilities.

2. The permit holder shall notify the Township of any changes to the 
approved application within thirty (30) days of the date of the change, 
including change of mailing address, contract information, or appointed 
Local Agent.

D. Event Barns shall be subject to the following limitations:

1. Events to be allowed include weddings, birthdays, anniversaries, family 
reunions, graduation events, non-profit or fundraising events, holiday 
celebrations, or similar. 

2. Every Event Barn owner/operator shall appoint a Local Agent to manage 
the Event Barn. The Local Agent may be the owner/operator or a 
designated representative. The Local Agent is responsible for ensuring 
compliance with all applicable Township ordinances and permits. The 
owner must maintain current contact information for the Local Agent on file 
with the Township. 

3. The site shall be a minimum of forty (40) acres.

4. In order to minimize the potential for noise related nuisances and impact 
on roads within the Township, the minimum required distance between 
event barn properties shall be two (2) miles.

5. Site access shall be from a public road.



6. Interior roads and parking areas must be constructed in accordance with 
the material requirements established in Article 7, Off-Street Parking, 
Loading, and Access. The Planning Commission and Township Board 
may permit grass areas to be used as interior roads and parking areas if 
the frequency of events, soil composition, or other factors will limit 
potential soil erosion issues.

7. The following setback requirements shall apply:

a. Event barns, associated temporary or permanent structures, and outdoor 
event areas shall be set back at least three hundred (300) feet from all 
property lines.

b. Event parking areas shall be set back at least two hundred (200) feet from 
all adjacent property lines.

c. Entrance drives, decorative screening walls, and landscaping may be 
permitted within required setbacks. 

d. The Planning Commission and Township Board shall have the authority to 
permit reductions to the setbacks required by this subsection according to 
the following criteria:

i. The configuration of the event barn property or 
adjacent properties provide adequate separation 
between the event barn facility, associated structures, 
outdoor event areas, and parking areas and adjacent 
land uses.

ii. Existing or proposed vegetation, landscaping, berms, 
walls, or topography provide an adequate buffer 
between the event barn facility, associated structures, 
outdoor event areas, and parking areas and adjacent 
land uses.

8. The perimeter of all event barns and associated structures, outdoor event 
areas, and event parking areas shall be screened from neighboring 
residential properties, uses, and the public right-of-way with trees, shrubs, 
or berms in accordance with Article 8, Screening and Land Use Buffers. 
All landscaping shall be maintained in a healthy condition. The Planning 
Commission may waive this screening requirement in cases where 
existing topography, vegetation, or other features already provide 
screening.

9. Parking areas must be provided on the subject property in accordance 
with Article 7, Off-Street Parking, Loading, and Access.



10. All lighting must comply with the requirements set forth in Article 10, 
Exterior Lighting. Color temperature of all exterior lights must not exceed 
3500 Kelvin. 

11. Maximum number of guests permitted shall not exceed the maximum 
occupancy of the Event Barn building and associated permanent or 
temporary structures.

Section 3. Amendment to Article 7, Section 7.07 Schedule of Required Parking 
by Use

The Schedule of Required Parking in Article 7, Section 7.07 by amended to insert Event 
Barns and to require the minimum parking requirement of “One (1) space for every four 
(4) persons of the maximum permitted occupancy of the assembly space”.

Section 4. Saving Provision.

All provisions of the Saline Township Zoning Ordinance not amended by the provisions 
of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 5. Severability. 

The various parts, sections and clauses of this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
severable. If any part, sentence, paragraph, section or clause is adjudged 
unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the 
Ordinance shall not be affected thereby.

Section 6. Repeal.

All ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby 
repealed.

Section 7. Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after its publication (or publication 
of a summary thereof) in a newspaper in general circulation within Saline Township.

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED ON APRIL 8, 2026.


