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ORDINANCE NO.: ___

EVENT BARN ORDINANCE

An ordinance to regulate the event barns in the Township of Saline, 
Michigan, in conformity with the Michigan Fireworks Safety Act, MCL 
28.457.

THE TOWNSHIP OF SALINE, COUNTY OF WASHTENAW, STATE OF MICHIGAN 
ORDAINS:

Section 1. Intent

To regulate the operation of all Event Barns which have been granted a Special Use 
Permit  to operate in the Township

Section 2. Event Barn Operational Requirements

2.1 Except as otherwise permitted by State law, the use of fireworks at Event Barn 
events is prohibited.

2.2 Portable toilets are permitted with the following limitations:

(a) Must be serviced within forty-eight (48) hours of the completion of the 
event for which the toilets were used. The Township Zoning Inspector may 
permit additional time on a case-by-case basis if legitimate, documented 
logistical constraints prevent service within forty-eight (48) hours. 

(b) Must be located at least one hundred (100) feet from any adjacent 
residentially zoned or used property.

(c) Must be located at least fifty (50) feet from the ordinary high-water 
elevation of any lake or stream.

(d) Must be oriented in such a way that the opening or door faces away from 
any adjacent residentially zoned or used property. 

(e) Must include internal hand washing facilities with soap and running water.

2.3 No amplified sound equipment (music, loud speakers, etc.) are permitted 
outdoors. Amplified sound equipment may only be permitted in a permanent, 
enclosed building. 

2.4 The 1-hour average noise generated by the Event Barn shall not exceed a noise 
level of 65 dBA as measured at any point along the subject property line. The 
Zoning Inspector or Planning Commission may require an applicant to provide an 
acoustic assessment or sound study prepared by a licensed engineer from a 
reasonable number of sampled locations at the perimeter of the Event Barn 
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property to demonstrate compliance with this standard.

2.5 No overnight guests are permitted.

2.6 Hours of operation, and the frequency and size of events, are limited as follows: 

(f) A maximum of twenty-four (24) events may be permitted in a calendar 
year, with no more than four (4) per month. Events involving one hundred 
(100) people or more shall be limited to six (6) per year, with no more than 
two (2) per month.

(g) Outdoor events are permitted between 10:00 am and 10:00 pm on Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday. Outdoor events are prohibited on Monday through 
Thursday.

(h) Indoor events are permitted between 10:00 am and 10:00 pm on Monday 
through Thursday and on Sunday. 10:00 am to 11:00 pm on Friday and 
Saturday.  Any use of amplified sound equipment is prohibited outside of 
these hours.

2.7 Trash generated on site shall be removed within forty-eight (48) hours of the 
event’s completion. The Township Zoning Inspector may permit additional time 
on a case-by-case basis if legitimate, documented logistical constraints prevent 
trash removal within forty-eight (48) hours.

2.8 Event barns shall comply with all applicable Township ordinances and outside 
agency requirements including, but not limited to, the following:

(i) All serving of alcohol shall have proper licensing per the Michigan Liquor 
Control Commission. 

(j) All serving of food shall have all permits as required by the Washtenaw 
County Health Department. 

(k) All event barns shall have sanitary facilities as approved by the 
Washtenaw County Health Department if not on public sewer and water. 

(l) All event barn structures and facilities, including temporary structures (e.g. 
tents), shall be subject to all applicable Building Code and Fire Code 
requirements. 

Section 3. Local Agent. 

Every Event Barn owner/operator shall appoint a Local Agent to manage the Event 
Barn. The Local Agent may be the owner/operator or a designated representative. The 
Local Agent is responsible for ensuring compliance with all applicable Township 
ordinances and permits. The owner must maintain current contact information for the 
Local Agent on file with the Township. 
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Section 4. License Required.

4.1 No person shall operate an event barn without first obtaining special land use 
approval for the event barn facility and an Event Barn Local Agent License.

4.2 All Local Agent Licenses expire December 31st of the current year and must be 
renewed annually through administrative review. The annual fee for a Local 
Agent License shall be established by Township Board resolution.

4.3 Local Agent Licenses are not transferable. If a property is sold or transferred and 
the new owner wishes to continue the event barn operation in any capacity, a 
new Local Agent License must be obtained.

Section 5. Application Requirements

5.1 All applications for a new Local Agent License or License renewal shall be filed 
with the Saline Township Zoning Administrator on forms provided by the Zoning 
Administrator. 

5.2 Each applicant shall certify to the Township that the event barn included in the 
application complies with the provisions of this Ordinance and the Saline 
Township Zoning Ordinance. The Zoning Administrator shall not issue a License 
unless the completed application form is accompanied by payment of the 
required fee, as established by the Township Board. 

5.3 The Local Agent License Application shall contain the following:

(m) The name, address, and contact information of the Local Agent. If the 
Local Agent is not the event barn Property Owner, the application must 
also include the name, address, and contact information of the Property 
Owner, as well as the Property Owner’s signature authorizing the use of 
the property as an Event Barn.

(n) A Local Agent Agreement reflecting the local agent’s authority and 
acceptance of all responsibilities under this Ordinance and all applicable 
ordinances.

(o) A list of all adjacent properties within one thousand (1,000) feet of the 
event barn zoning lot, including the property owners’ names and their 
preferred means of contact, such as their email address or mailing 
address. The applicant shall be responsible for contacting each property 
owner and asking if they prefer to receive event-related communication by 
email or US Postal Service/private mail service. If an applicant is unable to 
obtain a property owner’s contact information, the applicant must provide 
a description of their efforts to contact the owner and why they were 
unable to obtain their contact information.
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(p) A schedule of all of the Event Barn’s events for the calendar year. The list 
shall include each event’s date, time, and the number of anticipated 
attendees.

Section 6. Local Agent Requirements and Responsibilities.

6.1 The Local Agent shall:

(q) Keep their permanent residence within twenty-five (25) miles of the Event 
Barn, or if a property management company or similar business entity, 
have offices within twenty-five (25) miles of the Event Barn.

(r) The Event Barn Facility’s licensed Local Agent must be on-site during all 
events.

(s) Be authorized on behalf of the owner of the Event Barn to accept service 
of all notices from the Township or service of legal process relating to any 
and all matters relating to the Event Barn.

(t) Be authorized to allow Township officers, employees, or agents, to enter 
the owner’s property for purposes of inspection and enforcement of this 
Ordinance or any other ordinance, statute, rule, or regulation the 
Township may have the duty or authority to enforce.

(u) Be authorized on behalf of the owner of the Event Barn in all matters 
relating to dealing with renters of the Event Barn.

(v) Be authorized to undertake, or cause to be undertaken, any repair or act 
of maintenance of the Event Barn necessary to comply with any Township 
ordinance, or any applicable outside agency regulation. 

6.2 Event Schedule Notification Requirements.

(w) Within fifteen (15) days after the issuance of a Local Agent License, the 
Local Agent shall transmit copies of the year’s event schedule to the 
Township Zoning Administrator and all property owners within one 
thousand (1,000) feet of the event barn property. The schedule must be 
transmitted by US Postal Service/private mail service unless the property 
owner has indicated that they prefer to receive the notice by email. 

(x) Property owners shall be responsible for informing the Local Agent of any 
changes to their contact information that occur over the course of the year.

(y) If an event is rescheduled within the same calendar year or a new event is 
scheduled, the Local Agent shall transmit a revised schedule that includes 
the new event(s) to the Township Zoning Administrator and all property 
owners within one thousand (1,000) feet of the event barn property. The 
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Local Agent shall not be required to send updated schedules to announce 
event cancellations as long as no new events are scheduled.

(z) Notices shall include the following information:

(1) The Event Barn address.

(2) The Local Agent’s name, phone number, and email address.

(3) The Township’s current permitted event frequency and hours.

(4) A schedule of all of the Event Barn’s events for the calendar year. 
The list shall include each event’s date, time, and the number of 
anticipated attendees.

Section 7. Penalty

A violation of this chapter shall be punishable as a municipal civil infraction and shall be 
deemed a nuisance per se.

Section 8. Severance Clause

If a section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this chapter is, for any reason, 
held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this code.

Section 9. Effective Date

This Ordinance shall be effective on 30 days after publication.

Ordinance declared adopted on June 10, 2026.


